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Introduction 

 
When we were elected in 2018, the word ‘COVID’ wasn’t in many of our vocabularies. But since 
2020, it has come to dominate many of our lives and has shaped everything the Council has 
done.  I know from our work what a devastating impact it has had on the lives of all our 
residents in Greenwich. Many of you have lost relatives and friends to this dreadful virus, 
many of you will have been furloughed or lost your jobs and the long-term consequences of 
this pandemic aren’t all obvious. But several things are clear: 
 
Labour-run Greenwich Council has been on the side of residents from day one of this 
pandemic. With the Conservative Government in chaos, it was this Council that rallied 
residents and businesses to get whatever PPE we could find for our key workers. 
 
It was Labour-run Greenwich Council that sourced hundreds of volunteers to set up the 
community hub which delivered 4,219 food boxes and 1,746 prescriptions to people when 
they were shielding. 
 
And it was Labour-run Greenwich Council that were threatened with legal action by the 
Conservative Government for trying to protect your children and their teachers when COVID-
19 was rampaging through our schools. 
 
A Labour Council that has been on your side versus a Tory Government who couldn’t be 
bothered to make the same sacrifices or follow the same rules that they asked all of you to. 
 
In spite of the challenges posed by COVID, I am incredibly proud of the things we have 
delivered for Greenwich residents in the past four years. It is almost impossible to walk 
around the borough without seeing one of our ‘Greenwich Builds’ sites, delivering 750 new, 
zero-carbon council houses. Our first tenants have already moved in, and we have exciting 
plans for the future. We also know that there are many residents in Greenwich who are 
renting privately, and we’ve taken action to protect tenants. We have issued nearly 400 notices 
to landlords not doing the right thing and issued fines of more than half a million pounds to 
those landlords who have exploited our residents. 
 
We are also clear that the issues being faced by many leaseholders across the borough in 
relation to cladding are extremely serious, but the current Government proposals simply 
don’t go far enough. We will continue to campaign so that the Government does the right 
thing and does not land leaseholders with bills running into the thousands. 
 
We have also worked hard to ensure that our streets are as clean as they can be and our 
environment is of a decent standard. We’ve collected over 49,000 tonnes of fly tips, 1.1 million 
tonnes of waste and swept over 118,000 miles of streets in the past four years. We’ve also 
made sure that we invest in our parks and open spaces, spending over £1 million in new play 
parks, sports facilities and planting over 2,500 new trees in the borough. 11 new school streets 
provide a safer, better start to the school day for many children across Greenwich and the 
investments we’ve made in more energy-efficient homes through our ground source heat 
pumps are an important part of our work to build a greener Greenwich and do what we can 
to tackle the climate crisis.  
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We have six priorities that sit at the heart our plan to ‘Build a Brighter Greenwich’, our plan to 
rebuild our borough after COVID, and to deal with the challenges we all face over the next 
four years. Within all of these priorities runs a clear commitment to running the most efficient 
Council we possibly can, with the lowest possible council tax levels for Greenwich residents.  
Contrast this with neighbouring Tory run Bexley Council, where the average taxpayer pays 
£200 more  each year and they didn’t even collect the bins for weeks on end! 
 
After a decade of Tory cuts and rising cost of living under this Conservative Government, we 
know how important this is.  
 
Our manifesto focuses on the six key areas that, if we are fortunate enough to be re-elected 
as the majority political party in Greenwich once again, will shape the work that we do over 
the next four years. These are as follows: 
 

• To help Greenwich recover from the pandemic 
• To make Greenwich cleaner and greener  
• To ensure everyone has a decent roof over their head 
• To do what we can to improve your life chances 
• To play our part in Greenwich to tackle the climate crisis 
• To build a safer Greenwich 

 
You can read more details about these over the next few pages. 
 
Whilst this is a manifesto and sets out our vision and our policy ideas to ‘Build a Better 
Greenwich’, we absolutely know that our engagement and involvement with you – the 
residents and communities we are asking for the privilege to serve – is crucial to the success 
of these ideas. We want to build upon the strong community relationships we have cemented 
during the pandemic to deliver that brighter future for all of our residents. 
 
We cannot do everything, and certainly with a Conservative Government still in place our 
ability to effect all the changes we believe would build a brighter Greenwich are limited by 
that. However, we will keep doing what we can locally as a Council, and keep campaigning for 
the national changes that we know will help build that brighter future for all our residents. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Danny 

 
Danny Thorpe 
Leader of the Greenwich Labour Group 
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Helping Greenwich recover from the pandemic 
 

COVID has changed the world that we live in, and the way we live our lives. At the time of 
writing, almost 500 Greenwich residents have lost their lives to this dreadful virus. Whether 
it’s working from home, home schooling or trying to retrain because your job is no longer 
there, the impact has been felt across the whole of Greenwich. 
 
We know there is a lot of work to be done to ensure we support all of our residents, 
businesses and organisations in the borough, particularly as the cost-of-living crisis risks 
increasing poverty across the borough.  
 
We will strive to ensure that we invest as much of the money as we can that the Council 
spends with local businesses in the borough, supporting local jobs and our local economy, 
and we are also committing to explore how we can use our procurement to secure better 
deals for Greenwich residents.  
 

Our record of delivery: 
 

• Supported over 160,000 residents to 
get vaccinated and working side by 
side with our local NHS teams to 
deliver this. 

• Set up one of the biggest COVID-19 
testing operations in the country, 
supporting residents, schools and 
local businesses to operate 
throughout the pandemic. 

• Provided grants and financial 
support to almost 5,000 businesses 
across Greenwich. 

• Responding to over 105,000 
enquiries into our Community Hub 
for support with food, prescriptions 
and personal wellbeing. 

• Raised over £16,000 and distributed 
countless donations to support 
frontline workers through ‘Project 
Hope.’   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our promises for the next four years: 
 

• Ensure that more Greenwich 
residents are supported into good 
jobs over the next four years. We will 
deliver 200 new apprenticeship 
opportunities for young adults 
across Greenwich and will work with 
local businesses to increase the 
number of employers locally who are 
paying the London Living Wage. 

• Set up a pilot Living Wage Zone in 
Thamesmead, which we hope we can 
roll out across the borough. 

• Work closely with our local NHS 
colleagues to develop apprenticeship 
opportunities to create the next 
generation of NHS heroes and 
heroines. 

• Deliver a new economic strategy for 
the borough, which will set out a new 
approach to creating the jobs we 
want to see in the borough and the 
skills our young people need to 
secure the best opportunities 
possible, within Greenwich and 
across London. 

• Continue supporting residents in 
poverty through our holiday hunger 
scheme, making sure no Greenwich 
child goes hungry in the holidays.  
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Making Greenwich cleaner and greener  
 
We are lucky to live in one of the greenest boroughs in London – it is even in the name of our 
home. More than ever, we know just how valuable our parks and open spaces are to all of 
our residents, and why we need to keep investing to improve these spaces for the enjoyment 
of everyone.  
 
We also know that concerns about the climate crisis are felt by many residents across 
Greenwich and that’s why we have been doing what we can to deliver the changes we need, 
including trialling the world’s first completely electric bin lorry. Here in Greenwich, we have 
long suffered with a lack of public transport connections and poor train services. With 
Crossrail due to open imminently, we know this will make a huge difference, but there is still 
much more to do. 
 
Our record of delivery: 
 

• Invested over £1.5 million in 
improving our parks and green 
spaces across the borough. This has 
included new playgrounds, sports 
facilities and plants. 

• Planted over 2,500 new trees across 
the borough with the support of local 
friends of parks groups. 

• Delivered over 300 active travel 
campaigns with our schools across 
Greenwich and introduced 11 new 
school streets across the borough. 

• Invested over £1 million in cycle 
safety schemes across the borough. 

• Worked side by side with the police to 
tackle anti-social behaviour and 
serious youth violence. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our promises for the next four years: 
 

• Double the number of trees planted 
in the borough in the next 4 years, 
planting a further 5,000 trees across 
Greenwich by 2026. 

• Deliver further investment into our 
parks and green spaces, with a 
further £1 million of new resources 
over the next 4 years. 

• Deliver more Green Flag parks across 
the borough. 

• Continue to deliver major 
investments across our town centres 
and high streets, supporting our 
plans to help our recovery from the 
pandemic. 

• Work closely with Transport for 
London to improve public transport 
across the borough. 
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Ensuring everyone has a decent roof over their head 
 
Providing high quality, decent housing at the lowest possible cost is the biggest challenge we 
face as a council and 11 years of failure by central government means that far too many 
people are waiting for a home to call their own. With over 22,000 council homes, we are doing 
our best to ensure we are the best landlord we can be.  
 
We also have a large number of our residents who are living in the private sector and we’ve 
been doing what we can to tackle rogue landlords. 
 
Our record of delivery: 
 

• Delivering the biggest programme of 
council house building this borough 
has seen in a generation, with plans 
for over 750 new council homes 
across the borough as part of our 
Greenwich Builds programme. 

• Making sure these new council 
homes are truly outstanding and 
leading the way in terms of new zero-
carbon technology. Not only will this 
help deal with the climate crisis, but 
it will also mean cheaper energy bills 
for our tenants. 

• Spent over £90 million on upgrade 
and repairs to our existing council 
properties, trying to be the best 
landlord we can possibly be. 

• Issued fines of over half a million 
pounds against rogue landlords, 
tacking action against nearly 400 
private landlords across Greenwich. 

• Secured thousands of new social and 
affordable homes for local people as 
a result of regeneration across the 
borough. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our promises for the next four years: 
 

• Expand our ‘Greenwich Builds’ 
programme and deliver a further 
1,000 new council homes across 
Greenwich.  

• Invest over £350 million on 
improving our existing council homes 
and delivering new council housing. 

• Develop and consult on a new local 
plan which would seek to make 50% 
of all new homes in the borough truly 
affordable and for local people who 
are on our housing waiting lists. 

• Do more to get key workers access to 
decent, high-quality housing and 
explore new options to support key 
workers in Greenwich to access 
housing in the borough. 

• Continue our work to tackle rogue 
landlords and tackle unregistered 
HMO’s in the borough. 
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Doing what we can to improve your life chances 
 
We want all of our residents to be happy, healthy and safe and to be able to make the most 
of every opportunity. Sadly, COVID has shone a harsh light on the significant inequalities that 
exist within our borough. After more than a decade of austerity, the consequences of 
Conservative cuts are visible for all to see. Whether it’s the lack of hospital beds, not being 
able to get a GP appointment or the sight of homeless people on our streets, we know that 
things could and should be better and brighter for so many people.  
 
We are doing all we can to ensure Greenwich young people have the best start in life. We 
reject the government’s ideological attachment to making schools become academies. 
Throughout the pandemic, we’ve supported all of our schools even more closely and we will 
work across the Greenwich family of schools in the best interests of all children and young 
people. 
 
Our record of delivery: 
 

• Expanded our work to ensure no 
Greenwich child goes hungry, by 
providing holiday meals during every 
school holiday for those children that 
need them. Since 2016, we’ve 
delivered almost 40,000 meals to 
children and young people. 

• Supported schools across Greenwich 
to deliver the best possible education 
for our young people, with over 90% 
rated good or outstanding. 

• Provided over £7.3 million to fund 
youth clubs and projects across the 
borough, with more than 17,000 
young people taking part. 

• Supported 19,000 people through 
social care. 

• Delivered and opened new 
community facilities across the 
borough include the Sutcliffe Park 
Leisure Centre, the Plumstead 
Centre, Eltham Cinema and 
Woolwich Works. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our promises for the next four years: 
 

• Develop a ‘Children’s recovery plan’ 
in partnership with schools, families 
and young people across Greenwich 
which will set out the support we can 
provide so we don’t end up with a lost 
COVID generation. As part of this 
work, we will set up a borough-wide 
mentoring project to support young 
people as they transition from 
primary to secondary school. 

• Make sure that we invest every 
pound we can in Greenwich to 
support our local economy. We will 
increase the amount of money we 
spend in the borough over each of 
the next four years. 

• Set up a Co-operative Commission 
which will look at innovative ways to 
deliver our services locally. We will 
focus on how co-operative solutions 
can help us deliver childcare and 
social care services in new ways. 

• Continue to deliver the best possible 
social care services we can for all 
residents who need them. 

• Continue to invest in modernising 
our library and leisure facilities 
across Greenwich to deliver the best 
possible facilities for our residents.
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Playing our part in tackling the climate crisis 
 
We know that concerns about our changing climate have been at the forefront of our 
residents’ minds over the past four years, with unarguable evidence that the effects of climate 
change are now clear for all to see. Along with other councils, we declared a climate 
emergency in 2019, consulted on the development of a carbon-neutral plan for Greenwich 
and following extensive public engagement, adopted this formally in November 2021. 
 
The plan sets out the actions we will take to become a net-zero carbon borough by 2030. It is 
bold and ambitious, covering seven key areas from new development to the natural 
environment. Of course, this plan is also dependent on the commitment and partnership of 
many people within the borough, from residents to businesses and wider partners like the 
NHS. We will keep doing everything we can to build the wider partnership we need to deliver 
this plan. We also know that the Government need to do far more to make sure that the 
poorest people in our society aren’t given extra burdens they can’t afford – the principle of 
climate justice is going to be at the core of our work to tackle climate change over the next 
four years. 
 
Our record of delivery: 
 

• Spent nearly £7 million pounds 
installing solar panels and better 
insulation across schools and public 
buildings. 

• Installed 9000 LED streetlights across 
the borough, saving council tax 
payers over £1 million a year in 
repairs and maintenance costs. 

• Reduced gas boiler dependency in 
our council housing by installing 
water sourced heat pumps. 

• Enabled nearly 300 electric vehicle 
charging points across Greenwich. 

• Increased our recycling rate across 
the borough to 37%. 
 

Our promises for the next four years: 
 

• Continue to deliver the actions we set 
out in our Carbon Neutral Plan and 
publish an annual report against 
progress. 

• Continue to lobby for public 
transport improvements, such as the 
extension of the DLR to 
Thamesmead. 

• Increase the number of electric 
vehicle charging points and develop 
new car clubs. 

• Encourage local food production and 
local supply of other goods. 

• Increase the recycling rate across 
Greenwich. 
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Building a safer Greenwich 
 
Keeping our residents and communities safe is one of the most important things we do as a 
Council. Whether it is protecting residents in private accommodation from rogue landlords or 
doing what we can to tackle serious youth violence, over the past 4 years we have delivered 
on our pledges and made a real difference to the lives of people in Greenwich. However, there 
is always much more to do. 
 
The Conservative Government have slashed funding to public services over the past 12 years, 
including to the police. Between 2010 and 2019, the Tories cut the support they provided to 
the police by a staggering 29%. Cuts have consequences and residents across Greenwich are 
all too aware that there haven’t been enough police on our streets for many years. We’ve 
continued to face serious challenges with an escalation of violence against women and girls, 
as well as more young people having their lives ruined by getting caught up in serious youth 
violence. We commit to doing all we can to tackle these issues and supporting residents across 
the borough. 
 
Our record of delivery: 
 

• Invested in new projects and services 
designed to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and serious youth 
violence. 

• Invested over £3.7 million in our 
CCTV system, which remains staffed 
24 hours a day, keeping residents 
and businesses protected across the 
borough. 

• Delivered education programmes to 
young people across the borough to 
try to reduce knife crime. 

• Continued to invest in services to 
support women affected by domestic 
violence. 

• Continued to take a tough approach 
to anti-social behaviour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our promises for the next four years: 
 

• Work with communities across the 
borough to deliver a new plan to 
tackle violence against women and 
girls. 

• Invest in new projects to support 
boys and young men to tackle the 
epidemic of violence against women 
and girls.  

• Work with the Metropolitan Police to 
roll out ‘beatstops’ across Greenwich, 
where police make community stops, 
so that more of our local police 
officers can be out and about in 
communities across the borough. 

• Continue to invest in projects that 
tackle serious youth violence across 
the borough and work tirelessly to 
keep our young people safe. 

• Invest over £1 million of new funding 
to improve community and public 
safety across Greenwich, working 
with the local emergency services 
including the Metropolitan Police. 
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